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This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy 
of all acceptation , that Chriſt Jeſus 
came into the World to ſave Sin- 


ers, -no——= 


N my former Lectures upon theſe Words, I 
have made it my buſineſs to ſhew, that the 
Saying here recommended by the Apoſtle, car- 
ries with it an intrinſick Evidence ; the Me- 

thod, in which our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath under- 
taken the Salvation of Sinners, being fuited to the 
molt juſt and reaſonable Apprehenſions of Man- 
kind. He took upon him the Office of a Mediator 
between God and Men, in the execution of which 
Office, and in order to the reconciling Men to God, 
it was requiſite, as I have obſerv'd, that amongſt 
other things he ſhould perfectly inſtruct Men in the 
Knowledge of God, and of themſelves, and of 
the ſeveral particulars of their Duty, That he hath 
done this by the Do&rize which he taught, I. have 
already prov'd, and am now farther to ſhew,- that 
he hath added to his Do#rize an exaCt and perieCt 
Example, thereby more fully to inftrutt us in all the 
particulars before-mention*d, as alfo to, excite and 
encourage us to a Practice agreeable to our Know- 
ledge. | 
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—"Fhe Life of Feſus 


Had our Bleſſed Saviour left us only the Tnſtrudi- 
ans and Precepts recorded in the New Teſtament, 
this had been a (ingular advantage to the Profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity, in order to the ſettling our ap- 
prehenſions and judgments about divine things : but 
when we find recorded in the fame Book a parti- 
cular account of the circumſtances of his Life, and 
how he managed himſelf ſuitably to the Inſtructions 
and . Precepts which he left us, this muſt needs 
be a farther advantage to us, both for the enabling 
us to underſtand, and the engaging us tg/comply 
with his excellent Inſtitution. | 

There was in truth ſince the general Corruption 


_ of Mankind both in their Tempers and Manners, 


very great need-of ſome Pattern to be ſet us, of a 
Perſon in Qur own Nature, demeaning himſelf in 
all things according to - the Will of God, and a- 
oreeably to the deſign of that Nature which he hath 
given us. Now ſuch a Pattern is propos'd to us in 
the Perſon of our bleffed* Sayiour, who /eft ws an 


Example, that we ſhould follow his ſleps. 


In treating on this Argument, T muſt neceſſarily 
take my Idea of the Temper and Prattice of our 
Saviour, fromthe Hiſtory of. the New Teſtament, 
and more particularly of the Evangeliſts, who, ?ris 
evident, wrote on purpoſe, that they might leave 
to the World a particular and {tanding Record 
thereof. And who indeed could do it ſo well, as 


| they who converſt intimately and conſtantly with 


him, or received their-information immediately from 
them who did ſo? And in whom may we more . 
reaſonably confide, than in thoſe, who as they ap- 
pear' 
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an Example to Men. 


near'd men of great Simplicity and Integrity whilſt 
they liv'd, ſo upon all occaſions expos*d their lives 
in Teſtimony of the Truth of what they Preacl'd 
and Wrote ? | 

But I think I need make no Apology for- pro- 
ceeding upon their Hiſtory, ſince it was not denied 
by the moſt Learned Adverfaries of Chriſtianity , 
when it firſt appear'd in. the World, nor will be I 
preſume by the Infidels of the preſent Age, that the 
Condition and Manner of our Saviour's Life were 
{uch as the Evangeliſts have declar?d. 

If I. were to inſiſt upon his Miraculous Concep- 
tion, with all the extraordinary Circumſtances which 
attended both that and his Nativity, or upon the 
ſeveral Miracles affirm*d. to be wrought by him dur- 
ing the time of his publick Miniftry, or his Reſur- 
rection from the dead, and Aſcenſion into Heaven, 
it would then be neceſſary for me to vindicate the 
truth of thoſe matters of Fa& : but foraſmuch as 
my preſent buſineſs is to conſider either the- external 
Circumſtances, or the Moral diſpoſitions and aQions 
of our Saviour, whilſt he dwelt upon Earth, IT may 
I think take it for granted, that the Truth of the 
Hiſtory will be thus far allow*d me ; eſpecially, ſince 
the Adverſaries of Chriftianity pretend to make 
their advantage from- the meanneſs of our Saviour*s 
Circumſtances, and ſome of them endeavour alſo to 
improve {ome paſſages of his behaviour, as related 
by the Evangeliits, into objections againſt the truth 
of his Religion ; but how juſtly, will appear when 
we have more throughly confider'd the Argument 
we are upon. * | 
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There are: therefore as I have already hinted , 
theſe two general heads to be conlider?d with reſpect 
to the Life of our Saviour. 


Firſt, The External Condition and Circumſtances 
of his Life, | | 

Secondly, The manner of his behaviour in theſe 
Circumſtances, viz, his Moral Diſpoktions and 
Attions ; the former, as an a& of the Divine Wif- 
dom in fo ordering the condition of our Saviour”s 
Life upon Earth, as that .it might prove an Inſtru- 
tion and Example to Mankind ; and the latter, as 
an inſtance of our Saviour*'s Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
in Gemeaning himſelf ſo, as might beſt ſerve to the 
{ame purpoſe, . 'The former of theſe I ſhall conſider 
more briefly, and the latter more at large. 


Firſt, Let us take into Conſideration the External 
-7— 45h and Circumſtances of our Saviour's 
Late. 

Now as to this, *tis agreed on all hands, that his 
Condition of Life was- in the eſteem of the World 
extremely mean and obſcure. He was born of a 
poor Woman, who was Eſpouſed to a Man of an 
honeſt, but mean occupation. His firſt lodging 
was in a Stable, neither Joſeph nor Mary being 
thought conſiderable enough to have roow made 
for them in the Inn, Hs firſt Viſitants were a 
company of poor Shepherds. The Countrey in 
which he had his Abode and Education, during his 
private Life, . was Galilee, out of which it was 
thought no Prophet could ariſe, much leſs the Meſſiah. 
His Town was Nazareth, concerning _ = 
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InſtruFive and Exemplary. 
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thanael made ir» queſtion, whether apy good thing 
could come on! "of 15, His Condition through the 
whole courfe of ':is Life was without either Wealth 
or ſecular Hqnour, nay attended with Poverty and 


Diſgrace. He did, for the firſt Thirty years of his 
Life, live, as far as appears, with Fo/eph, or, if 
Joſeph died within that ſpace; with Mary, following 
the Occupation of his ſuppoſed Father, -infomuch 


that the Jews ſtiPd him, not only the Carpenters Soy, Matth. 13. 55, 
but the Carpenter, When he enter*d upon his Pub- Mark 5. 3, 


lick Einployment, he took no State upon him. He 
had no ſettled Habitation, nor certain Froviſion. He 


told one who offer*d"to follow him, that the Foxes Mat- 8. 15, 20. . « 


had holes, and the Birds of the air had neſts ; but the 
Son of Man had not where to lay his Head, He liv*d 
upon the Charity of his Friends ; for {o we read of 


certain Women, who were wont to miniſter unto him Luke.8. 3.. 


of their ſubſtance, He was moreover continually 
Deſpis'd, Malign'd, and Perſecuted, and at laſt Sut- 
fer?d a cruel Death, as a Malefattor, with all the 
Circumſtances of Indignity. | 

*Tis true,we Chriſtians ſay,and oy believe,that 
our Lord was amply recompens*d for ſubmitting to 
theſe mean and deſpicable Circumſtances, by favors 
conferr?d upon him by the Divine Providence even 
in. this Life, and much more by- his Exaltation in 
Heaven after his ReſurreCtion. ' As for inſtance, 
that although his Mother was a poor Woman, yer 
ſhe was a Perſon of Exemplary Prudence, Virtue, 
and Piety, which are of much greater account with 
God, than Wealth and Honour; that he was:Con: 
ceiv'd and Born of .her, whilſt a pure: Virgin, -by 
the immediate Influence of the. Almighty ; that he 
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The mean-Condition of the Life of Feſus 


was conſtantly under the ſpecial Care and Condutt 
of the Divine Providence-; that there were ſeveral 


' Divine Meſſages and Oracles relating to his Con. 


ception, his Nativity, and his following Manage- 
ment ; that the Shepherds which viſited him were 
ſent by Angels ; that ſome Learned and Inquilitive, 
and *tis likely Honourable and Wealthy Perſons, 
were by the Guidance of an extraordinary Star con- 
dufted from a Foreign Countrey, to pay their re- 


ſpeQts to him, as « Kyrg; that he was not only at- 
"tended by Angels upon all extraordinary Emergen- 


cies, but receiy*d ſpecial Communications and In- 
fluences from God himſelf; that his Humane Na- 
ture was endued with the Divine Spirit without mea- 
fare, and he thereby enabled to ſpeak and a& ſv, as 


never any other Man did; and finally that he was 


aeclar'd to be the Sorr of God with Power, by his Re- 
farredtion from the dead. Theſe are ſuch things as, 
if believ*d by the Adverſaries of the Chriſtian Faith, 
would even in therr judgment cntirely take. off the 
reproach of his Exterral Circumſtances. But foraſ- 
much as my Method forbids me to conſider theſe 
particulars, I wave them all, and do aſfert that the 
very Obſcurity and Meanneſs of our Saviour*s Con- 
dition, during his ſojourning upon Earth, was de- 
{ign'd as a proper means for our Inſtruction. 

It was in truth a moſt ſevere cenſure paſt upon 
the Pride and Luxury of men, and a powerful Ar- 
gument to convince us of the Vanity and Emptineſs 
of this World, for the Son of God to accept of no 
better entertainment in it. | 
 *Mankind were fink into an animal and ſenſual 
Lite, and degenerated into a very igordinate admi- 

| ration 


Inftrutfive and Exemplary. . 


C—————_—_——____——_ 


mn 


ration and love of the World. An high Birth, emi- 
nent Rank and Quality, Honour, Wealth, and 
Pleaſure, theſe were become the Tdols of Men, 
whereby not only their AJcCions were entangled, 
but their very Judgments alſo corrupted. So that 
nothing could be more expedient, than that He, 
whom Providence defign'd for an Inſtructor and 
Example to Mankind, He who was ſent to rectife 
both their Judgments and their Diſpoſitions, ſhould 
by the very manner of his appearance amongſt them, 
openly teſtifie his difregard to all theſe things, being 
not only deſtitute of thoſe Enjoyments, in which 
depraved Men are ſo apt to place their Felicity, but 
moreover expos'd to thoſe Hardſhips and Sufferings, 
which they falſly account the worſt of Evils, thus 
confirming by his own Example, what he taught 
by his Doctrine. ?Tis a known and memorable 
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Paſſage of Plato, 'O Wri& wanwnlu, oc, © That Plato de Rep. 


« to the compleating of a Righteous Man, and * * 
« making him throughly ſuch, he muſt be Scour- 
« ped, Tortur'd, Bound, have both his Eyes burat. 
« out, and having ſuffer'd all ſorts of Evils , .to 
” __ all he muſt be at laſt Impal'd or Cruci-. 
& fied. 
It was indeed this Condition which reader?d our. - 
Bleſſed Saviour capable of exemplifying thoſe ad- _ : 
mirable Virtues, which otherwiſe he could not have - 
had occaſion or opportunity to exerciſe, ſuch as 
were moſt direaly oppoſite to the Vices\into which 
Men were degenerated, {uch as were moſt uſeful - 
and neceffary tor Men to exerciſe in this preſent life, 
and ſuch as it is moſt difficult for us in this degegg-- 
rate and corrupt: Eſtate to attain to; iz. od rn 2 
Ra. alth + 


The nel Condition of the Life of Jeſus | 


Phil. 2. 5, 6, 
7, 8. 


Chriſt Jeſus, who being in the form of God, 


Te know the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, that thonch 
"I he 


— —__ 


Faith and Truſt in God, an.entire ſubmiſſion, and 
Reſignation to his Will, Contentedneſs under all 
the Diſpenſations of his Providence, Meekneſs, Pa- 
tience, Firmneſs and Conſtancy of Mind under 
great Provocations and ſevere Sufferings, together 
with a large and diffuſive Charity, even in the midſt 
of want. 

Nay allowing what we Chriſtians aſſert, that the 
Son of God voluntarily took upon him our Nature, 
and freely ſubmitted to this condition of Humane 
Life, our Saviour did hereby farthc: -*prefs his ut- 
moſt contempt of this vain V orld, ro5:ther with a 
wonderful Condeſcenſion and hairy in doing all 
this for our good. By 1ich m2 he became not 
only a very uſeful, but, 2j'o + general Example to 
all ſorts and conditions of kn. 

The greater part of Mankind are placed in a low 
and mean Condition, and ſtand in need eſpecially of 
thoſe Virtues which are proper to ſuch a ſtate. So 
that our Saviour by exemplifying the Virtues requi- 
ſite to that Condition, became in the firſt place a 
Pattern to the greateſt number of Men ; and if we 
take in the conſideration which T juſt now mention'd, 
of his voluntary ſubmiſſion to this State for our ſakes, 
he at the ſame time propos*'d himſclf as an eminent 
Pattern to the Great and Rich Men of the World 
likewiſe. Thus the Apoſtle argues, improving this 
Example of our Lord, to perſwade to Humility and 
Charity. -Ler this mind be in yon, which was alfo in 
das A 
tied himſelf, taking upon him the form of a Servant, 
bg made in the likeneſs of men, &c. And again, 
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be was rich, yet for your ſakes he became poor, that ye 
through his poverty might be rich. FROOeTE 

I ſhould now. paſs: to the other general Head 
which I-propos?d ; but that I may leave no difficylty 
in the way, it may be proper firſt to obviate an Qb- 
jection that may be rais'd with reſpe&t to the.-ac- 
count which the Evangeliſts have given .us of our 
Saviour's Life z viz. That a conliderable part of it 
is paſt over in ſilence, there being very little left up- 


. on Record concerning him till the Thirtieth Year: of Luke 3: -3. 


- his Age, when he cnter'd y bis publick Miniſtry, 

in which he is ſuppoſed to have continued no longer 
than Three Years and an half: whereas, had he 
been deſign'd as a Pattern to Mankind, .we' might 
rather have expected a full and particular account of 
all that was ſaid or done by him, from his. Birth- to 
” Death. To this I reply in the following parti- 
. culars, 

If we were not able to aſſign the juſt Reaſons for 
this proceeding, it ought not however to- pals. for a 
reaſonable ObjeQion in this Caſe. ' For allowing 
(what is undeniably true) that the Adverſaries of 
Chriſtianity have nothing: to. lay.. to our: Saviour's 
charge during his private Life, and; (what I ſhall 
prove hereafter). that when hedid appear in:publick, 
his practice was highly Exemplary ;..*cis ſufficient. 
God might deſign him for a publick-Example, for 
what ſpace of time he pleas'd, and. that © ws 
wiſe and good Reaſons, which we may not. be able 
to gueſs at. And although, if. we had all-his Ai- 
. ons recorded from the beginning of his-Life to-the 
end, there would be more inffances. for. our Inftru- 
tion and Imitation ;. yet — that time in wk 
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T7 


Luke 2. 51, 


he exerciſed his publick Miniſtry, there might be 
enough to anſwer thefe ends. | 
T add, that from the ſhotr and general account 
which the Evangeliſts have given us of the' more 
ay and retired part of our Saviour*s Life,. we 
ave reaſon to look upon him, as a great Example 
of divers eminent Virtues, even during that State, 
He went down (from Jerufalem) with Joſeph and Mary, 
and was ſubjeff to them, as St, Luke tells us. "This at 
firſt view was 4 Life of Tonocency and honeſt In- 
duſtry, ſpent in the conftant exerciſe of Humility, 
Contentedneſs, Submiſſion and” Refignation to his 
Heavenly Farther, - and Obedience and SubjeQtion 
not only to his real, but alſo to his reputed Earthly 
Parent ; Virtues all of them neceffary for the grea- 
ter part of Mankind, and, as Experience teaches us, 
not eaſily attain'd and exercis*d by them. - And if 
here again we take in the conſideration of the Dig- 
nity of the Perfon, who, (as we Chriſtians affirm) 
voluntarily ſubjeted himſelf ro- this way of living, 
we ſhall ſtil] diſcover, that even this part of our Sa- 
viour's Life was 'fatther Exemplary to us. For 
what could be a: greater inftagce'of wonderful Con- 


defcenſion and Goodneſs (as T obſery*d before) than 


for the Son of God, for our fakes, to cloath himſelf 
with Humane' Fleſh , not. to abhor the Virgins 
Womb; to paſs through rhe States of Infancy and 
Childhood; to grow and improve by degrees, and, 
ina word, to-accommodate himſelf to all the incon- 
veniencies and infirmities of mnocent Humanity ? 
And how could he more effeftually have expreſt to 
us his contempt of this vain World, than by ſub- 
mitting freely to all thofe mean Circumftances, with 


which this part of his Life was attended ? I 


'_ Paſt over in filence. © 
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Inſtances, which all along diſcover'd him to be an 
extraordinary. Perſon, fuch as were ſufficient to at- 
trat the Eyes of Men towards him, and to prepare 
them by degrees for an acknowledgement of him, 
when he ſhould make a more Publick appear- 
ance. 

T thall not inſiſt upon thoſe Oracular Dreams, and- 
Angelical Apparitions, by which the Evangeliſts tell 
us he was made known to the bleſſed Virgin, to 


' I, obſerve farther that there were not wanting © - 


Foſeph, and to the Shepherds, all which things Mary ,,. ..... 


is ſaid 70 have kept, and ponder'd in her heart ; but 
ſhall only take notice of ſuch paſſages recorded of 
him, as were the occaſion of his being more. pub- 
lickly known and obſerv*d, both in Bethlehem, Na- 
zareth and Jeruſalem it ſelf. St. Lake relates of the 


Shepherds, that after they had viſited him, they 224d Luke 2. 17,12: 


| known abroad the [aying which was told them concerning 
this Child, And all they that heard it, wonaer'd at 
thoſe things which were told them by the Shepherds. St. 
Matthew informs us, that when the Jag; came to 
Jeruſalem, they made ſo publick an enquiry cancera- 
ing the Birth of :he Kzng of the Jen's as to-create 
Jealouſie in Herod, and trouble to all Jeruſalem; Fhrod 
upon that occaſion firſt conſulting the. Chief Prieſts 
and Scribes, about the place of the Mefza/h's Birth ; 
then ſending for -the Magi, and charging them-to 
give him a particular account both of the occaſion 
and the effect of their fearch, and at laſt, when he 
found himſelf diſappointed by them; .cxercifing .an 
unparallePd Cruelty upon the Infants of Berblehew. 
All this muſt neceſſarily haye excited. the curioſit 

of many to enquire after and to obſerve this Child, 
as he grew up. -C 2 We 
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We are farther inform'd, -that when. his Mother 
brought him to Jeruſalem, to preſent him to the Lord, 
according to the Law .of Moſes, there were two Per- 
{das of good Note in the City, old Simeon, and 
Anna, who coming into the Temple at that inſtant, 


ſpake of him in very remarkable Terms, to all them 


that looked for redemption in Iſrael, fo that Joſeph and 
bis Mother (and no doubt many. more who were 
preſent) marvelPd. at thoſe things which were ſpo- 
ken, H 

At the Age of Twelve Years, we are again told 
that he accompanied his Mother and Foſeph to Fera- 


ver. 42, &c, fſalems, to attend at the Feaſt of the Paſſover, after 


the Cuſtom of their Nation, and as others of his 
Age were us'd to do;. but (which was ſingular at 
thoſe years) he tarried. behind. them of his own ac- 


cord, and” was. found in the Temple, ſitting in the 


midft of the Doftors, not only hearing them, but al- 
ſo asking them queſtions, in ſuch manner, that a/l chat 
heard him were aſtoniſh'd at his underſtanding and an- 


fwers. And when Mary expreft her concern, for 


his having tarry*d without their knowledge, he gave 
her a remarkable, anſwer, which together with the 
other pafſtges mention'd. ſhe is ſaid to have kept in 
her heart, How is it that ye ſought me? Wifſt ye not 
that T1 muſt "be. about my Fathers buſineſs? or, as the 
words may be well render*d,” 7a my-Father”s houſe ? 
declaring -himſelf: thereby : :he. Son of God, or the 
Meſſiah. 

Both before and after. this paſſage, all that the 
Evangeliſt farther ſayes of him till his entering upon - 
bis pubhick Miniſtry is, that-upon his firſt going to 
Nazareth,” the Child grew, and waxed ſtrong in Spirit, 
rg 4 | = filled 
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| filed with Wiſdom, and the Grate of God was upon him; 
and: again upon Is return thither at Twelve Years 


of Age, that he. zncrea&a in Wiſdom, and in Statare, Ver 52 


and in favor with God and. Man ; both which exprel- 
ſions. plainly ſignifie, that as. he grew up from a 
Child: to. a Man, there appear'd a fingular and emi- 
nent degree of Wiſdom and Goodneſs in him, ſome- 
thing ſo extraordigary, as to mark him out for an 
eſpecial Favorite of God, and to render him admir'd 


and belov*d-by all that converſt with him. 


It is generally aſſign'd as. a probable account. of 


our Saviour”s forbearing to exerciſe his publick Mi- 
niſtry, till he enter*'d upon his Thirtieth Year, that 
this was-in correſpondence with the Law: of . Moſes 


given to the: Levites, by.which though he were not Numb: 4. 3. 


oblig?d, yet.it was agreeable to his practice in other 


caſes, thus to fulfil all righteouſneſf, namely beginning Matth. 3. 15, . 


his. Miniſtry at the Age, at which the Miniſters of 


God in that Nation were appointed to begin theirs. 


But 
As a cloſer Anſwer to this Objection IT add, that 


an apparent, and a ſufficient Reaſon why our Lord 
did not.expoſe himſelf to more publick view and. ob- 
ſervation for, a longer ſpace of. time, than we are 
told he.did, and conſequently the juſt account, why 
we have not any particular. Record of .the former 
part of his. Life, is this, that. the time of his publick 
- appearance and Miniſtry was full as long as that 
untoward Generation could bear it. The Life which 


he was delign'd to live was not what they. expeCted + - 
in their Mefieh, viz. a Life. of, ſecular Pomp and - 


Grandure ;. but a ſerious, humble, fel-denying,.: a 


devout, and truly good Life, dire&ly contrary: to. 
OTF: 12 
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Nature, and 


the Manners, as well as the Notions of that Ape, 
and therefore he no ſqoner began to make himf2lf 
publickly known, but they preſently malign'd and 
perſecuted him, infomuch that he was forc*d often 
to withdraw himſelf from them, and by many in- 


ftances of. prudent management to decline their fury, 


till he knew their hour was fully come, So that had 
he appear*d ſooner, he had been fo much the ſooner 
cut off. It was therefore the natural conſequence 
of the evil temper of that generation of Men, which 
God did not think fir miraculouſly to oyer-rule, that 
our 'Saviour's Example was of no longer ſtand- 


ing. | 

So take off this ObjeCtion entirely, T add, that 
the Example which he hath left us, and which is re- 
corded in the New Teſtament, was ſuch as abun- 
dantly to anſwer the deſign and end of it, as will I 
hope fully appear from the other general Head I 
propoſed to be ſpoken to, and to which IT now 
proceed, viz. | 


Secondly, 'To conſider the manner of our Savi- 
our's behaviour, or the Moral diſpoſitions and aCti- 
ons of his Life, with the ſeveral Virtues which he 
exemplifyed to us thereby. - And here I am ſenſi- 
ble I have a very copious Subject ; but I ſhall reduce 
what I have to offer upon this Argument to as nar- 
row a compaſs asT can. 

T ſhall begin with obſerving that the Life of our 


 Bleffed Saviour was truly Humane, I mean, fpch as 


was ſuited to the frame and condition of Humane 
ore fit ro be propoſed as a Pattern 


to Mankind. 


AS 


to the Condition 'of Fumane Nature. 


As he was made in all things like uato-us, fin on- 
ly excepted ; ſo abating only thoſe inſtances, in 
which he ated as a Prophet, or rather as the Meſ#ah, 
he acted juſt as it becomes -us to do, affecting: nv 
Singularities, running into.no Extravagancies,” doing 
nothing but what was perfe&tly agreeable to Hu- 
mane Nature, as it is of God's Creation. | 
He did not pretend to a Stoical Apathy ;: but as 
he had, ſo he freely diſcover'd the ſeveral innocent 
AﬀeQions and 'Paſſions, which are' in other Men. 
He not only Hunger'd and Thirſted, was: Weary 
and Faint; but he allo Lov*d and Pity*'d, Rejoyc*d 
and Sorrow'd and Wept, and was angry too upon 
_ juſt vecaſion. © Fohn is often ſtiled, the Diſciple mhox John 13, 23. 
Jeſs low?d; He lov'd the reſt of- his Diſciples, 'as 
we are aſſar'd by the ſame Evangeliſt ; but that »- :- 
Diſciple with a ſingular and ſpecial affeQtion ; and 
the ſame is faid with reſpe& to Lazarw, and his John rt. 5. 
two Siſters. ' At the return of the Seventy Diſciples, 
and their relating the ſucceſs which they had, we 
are told that Fe/ms rejozed in Spirit. When he Luke ro. 21. 
went with a full refolution' to raiſe his friend Le- 
zarus from the dead, yet ſeeing Mary aud the Fews John 1:3. 33. 
which were with her weeping, tis ſaid, that he groan'd 
in Spirit ani was iroubled; and when he came to 
the place where he was lay*d, he fo far ſympathiz'd 
with the Company, as #6 weep alſo, which caugd 35 
ſome of them to ſay, Behold, how he 1ov*d him His 35. 
Compaſhon is frequently made the occaſion and the 
motive of his doing good both to the Souls and .Bo- 
dies 'of Men. ' For fo the Evangeliſt obſerves, that 
when he ſaw mmnth people; he was mow'd with compaſſion war. 5.44 &. 
towaras them, becauſe they were as ſheep not having u 


ſhepherd, 
% 


——— ww 


Luke 7. 13. 
- Luke 19. 41. 


Mark 3» 5. 
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ſhepherd, - and began firſt to teach them. many things, 
and preſently afterward wrought a'Miracle to feed 
them. -It was from the ſame Motive, that he rais'd 
.the-Widow?s only Son, when he- met -his Body as 
it was.carried out of the City to be buried, and -be- 
held the Mother weeping. When he: beheld the City of 
Jeruſalem, and confider*d the os ues were many 
years after to befall it, he wasfo'tenderly. affected 

as ro:weep' over jt, and in very pathetical, words to 
expreſs his Griet for the Obſtinacy and the Milery 
of -its Inhabitants. | - 

Nay he did not take upon him to be inſenſible of 
his own Sufferings.., He had very quick and pungent 
Apprehenſions of them baed, with a mixture * 
.of .all the innocent Paſſions which are wont to ac- 
company ſuch apprehenſions ; he own*d his natural 
averſion to them, and' utter'd very affecting com- 
plaints under them, as all the Evangeliſts aſſure us; 
by all which, --provided he retain'd a jult firmneſs 
and conſtancy of Mind, together with a becoming 
Submiſſion and Reſignation (as it will hereafter ap- 
-pear:he-did) he became ſo much the fitter Example 
to us, -who by the frame of our Natures are. una- 
voidably liable to the like AﬀeCtions and. Paſli- 
ONS. 

Nor did he only accommodate-himſelf to : us in 
expreſſing theſe more tender paſſions of Humane 
Nature 3 but he thought it not below him to be 
ſometimes angry alſo. ?Tis expreſly ſaid, that he 
look*d round about non the Phariſees nith anger, being 
grieva for the hardneſs of their hearts ; and upon di- 
vers other juſt occaſions, -we find the ſame Paſſion 
moy*d in him, towards that Hypocritical ang 

| malict- 
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malicious Generation of Men. Nay in a lower 
degree, he was ſometimes angry with his Diſciples 


allo, as particularly with Per:ry, when he would yan. 6. 24, 


have tempted him to decline the Sufferings appointed 
for him. 

As a farther proof of our Saviour's Life being 
truly Humane, cis obſervable that he had nothing 
peculiar in his way of living, in his Diet, his Habit, 
or the manner of his Converking in the World. 
Our Lord himſelf takes notice of this, when he 
compares his own Life with that of Johz the Baptiſt, 
and mentions the Remarks which the Jews made 


both-upon the one and the other. John came neither Matth. 11.18, - | © 
eating nor drinking, and they ſay, He hath a devil, "9: Y 


The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they 
ſay, Behold a man glattonons and a wine-tibber, x friend 
of Publicans and ſinners. As the Habit of John was 
peculiar, ſo his Diet was ſingular and ſpare, and his 
Converſation refery'd. On the contrary our blefſed 
Saviour appear?d, and eat and drank, 2nd convers?, 
as other grave and ſober Men did, he frequented the 
' uſual places of reſort, walk*d pudlickly through their 
Villages and Cities, talk*d freely with all ſorts of 
people, cat with Publicans and Sinners, to the great 


offence of the Phariſees ; and with the Phariſees too, Luke 5. 24 


who, as he aſſures us, were much more unworthy 


of his Company. He accepted invitations, nay chap. rg. 


ſometimes invited himſelf ro their Houſes. 

He lead indeed- a ſingle Life, as that which was 
molt ſuitable to his high vocation 3 but he gave no 
other Precept -to his Difciples, with reſpe& to their 


chuſing that ſtate, but only ' in thoſe Words, He watth. ug. rs, 
that is able to veceive this ſaying, let - him '* 
D 
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John 2. 2, 11. 
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Mark 10. > 


Matth. 14. 23+ 


Luke 6.12, 
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receive it, having faid-juſt before, that all men can- 
not recerve it, ſave they to whom it #« given, And to 
ſhew how far he was from cenſuring or deſpiſing 
thoſe who liv'd in lawful and chaſt Wedlock, he ac- 
cepted an invitation to a Marriage, and wrought 
his firſt Miracle in favour of the Bridegroom and his 
Company. To which might be added the ſpecial 
Notice he took, and the tender AﬀeCQtion he expreft 
to young Children, taking them up in his arms, putting 
his hands. upon them, and bleſſing them, and being 
much diſpleasd with his Diſciples tor judging them un- 
worthy of his regard. 

To conclude this particular, He did not retire 
from the World, nor leave the Society of Mankind 
under the pretence of Devotion, but as he withdrew 
at convenient times, uſually in the Evening or at 
Night, for the more private exerciſes of Picty, ſo 
he commonly fpent the day in doing good to Men, 
eſteeming Charity one of the beſt and fureſt Teſti- 
monies of Piety, as will appear farther hereafter. 
We read indeed of his retiring into the Wilderneſs, 
and abiding there forty days : but this was once for 
all,by an extraordinary impulſe of that Spirit, which 
had newly anointed him to his high Office, and in 
order to the preparing him for the due diſcharge of 
it ; and therefore as in this inſtance he is not pro- 
pos'd to us as our Pattern, fo in all that part ot his 
Life in which he 1s {o propos'd, we meer with no- 
thing like it ; but as his Inſtructions and Rules of 
Life were_plain and intelligible, ſo the inſtances of 
his Piety and Virtue were natural and imitable. But 
to proceed, 


H. Although 


Innocent and Inoffenſroe. 
Although the Life of our Saviour was thus Hu- II. 
mane, yet it was perfe&ly innocent and inoffenſive; 
nay accerding to true reaſon, notwithſtanding the 
perverſe Judgment of the Phariſees, the more in- 
offenſive, for being Humane, nothing being more 
apt to offend Perſons of found Judgment and honeſt 
meaning, than needleſs and affetted ſingularity, or 
2 vain pretence to ſomething that is truly unna- 
tural. 
Ele did no fin, faith one who was well acquainted « Pet. 2. 22. 
with him, and who laid down his life for his ſake. 
He was holy, harmleſs, nndefiPd, ſeparate from ſin- Heb. 7. 25. 
xers, faith another, who had reafon to know his 
CharaQer. But theſe were his Friends ; had his 
Enemies nothing to lay to his Charge ? He was ſo 
conſcious of his Innocency, that he durſt make his 
open appeal to the worlt of them, all at once. Whtch Jotw e. 4s. 
of you convinceth me of Sin ? They frequently /ay'd | 
wait for him, ſeeking to catch ſomething ont of his 
mouth, that they might accafe him; but all in vain, Luke 1. $4. 
his words being as unblameable as his ations: ?Tis 
true, they ſometimes lay*d to his Charge the worſt 
of Crimes, repreſenting him as a Blaſphemer, a De- 
ceiver, a looſe and prophane Man, dangerous to the 
Government, and guilty of Treaſon againſt Cz/ar. 
But all this, when the grounds of their- Accuſarion 
are confider*d, appears evidently, the reſult either J.. 
groſs Tenorance, or perverſe Malice. 
He was no otherwiſe a Blaſphemer-or an Impo- 
ſor, but as he took upon him to be the 1Mef7ah, or 
S921 of God, for the proof of which he appeals both John . 35,35 
to their own Scriptures, and to the Works which 
ne wrought amongſt chem. The inſtances of his 
D 2 Lool- 
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Looſneſs and Prophanenefs were, his doing Works 
of Charity and Mercy onthe Sabbath day, and his 
converling with Pavlicans and Sinners, in order 
to the making them better Men. as to which he 
vindicates his practice unanſ{werably in ſeveral Dif- 
courſes with them, - wherein IT am ſure any ſerious 
Deift will allow him to have-argued with great 
Wiſdom, and to have been much too hard for his 
Accuſers. For he ptainly ſhews them, that they 
had not conſider*d the practice of the beſt and moſt 
Mat.12: 3,09c, Conſiderable Members of. their own Church, in the 
like cafes ; nay that chey did_ not reflect upon their 
own practice, and therefore would not allow him 
to dq as miich for a Maz, as themſelves would do 
for an Ox.or an Aſſe, on the Sabbath day ;- that they 
did not underſtand the reaſon and deſign of the Sab+ 
bath's. being Inſtituted ;. that they were. wholly Tg- 
Matth. 9. 23- Dorant of the diftin&tion. between oral and Poſitive. 
Precepts ; and finally that. they had not yet learn? 
the meaning of that. paſſage in their own Scriptures, 
= | F will have Mercy, and not Sacrifice.. As to his being: 
X dangerous to the Government, or guilty. of. Treaſon 
| againſt C/ar, he ever carcfully declin'd what. might. 
but look that way. - He would not.upon. any occa- 
' ſion intermeddle in Secular Aﬀairs,. and therefore, 
tore 22.1; When.oue deftr'a him but to ſpeak.ta. his brother to di- 
2 © vide the inheritance with him, he replied, May who. 
made me a Fadge or. a Divider over 30a? When he 
perceiv'd the People, apprehending him to. be the 
Johns. 15. Meſizh, would have ſct him up- for their Kzzg, he 
immediately witlidrew from. amongſt them. When 
his. Enemies. put a Queſtion to him, concerning pay- 
E ing tribute to Ceſar, with a. debgn anly to. ropes: 
um, 


—— 
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Luke 23. 15. 
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him, though for that reaſon. he gave-them-an anſwer 
only-in general terms, fuch as they could lay no hold 
on to his diſadvantage, yet. it was ſueh as ſeem?'d Luke 20. 2g, 
evidently to favour the paying it ; and he did at a- 
nather time pay-Tributefor himſelf and Peter, at the Math. 17. 27.. 
Expence of a Miracle, which whether it were to the 
ule of the Temple, or to-Ce/ar, was however an in- 
tance (as our Saviour himſelf makes it) of his care 
rot to offend. When Pilate examin'd him about” his 
being a King, he tells him, that his Kyjngdow was not jor is. 36. 
of this world, and aſſigns that as the Reaſon why: bis 
Servants were not 10 fight for him. 

To conclude this particular.;z. as. during the aps 
pointed time of his Miniſtry, he eſcap'd falling into 
their hands, becauſe they: could find nothing where- 
of to-accuſe him ;; ſo+when they were at--laſt deters 
min'd right or wrong to cut him.off; we are told; 
that they ſought falſe witneſſes. againſt him, | but found, . 
noae.: yea, though many came, yet found they none that 60, 
could agree in their Evidence,  'But this'is faid by hig Mark 14. $5. 
Friends... Be it ſo ; but the thing ſpeaks it ſelf: The 
matter alledged by the wo that appear'd againſt 
him, was a manifeſt miſinterpretatzaon of his Words, 
they applying, to the Temple, what he'ſpake of his john 2. 21. 
own Body. . And after ally the High-Prieft was ablg 
to find nothing.;to. charge him. with,, but what he 
own'd himſelf, out of Reverence. to the Name of ,,,q, .- -. 
God, by which he was adjur'd, namely, that hes4, 6s. © 
was the Son,of God, or the: Meſſiah. As for Pilate, 
he openly declar'd. his :Innocency, in moſt; full and 
emphatical Terms. Eos: when he had calld together jc .,. :-, 
the chief” Prieſts, and the. Rulers, and the People, he 14,15, © 
laid unto.them, Te have brogght this Man unto. me, as 
028. 
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ver. 20, 22. 


Matth, 27. 24+ 


; "vn that $rin the people ; and behold, 1 having 
| examin'd him before you, find no fault in this Man, 


touching thoſe things whereof ye accuſe him; n0 nor yet 
Herod, &c. And he repeats it a ſecond and a third 


' time, expoſtulating the matter with them, Why, 


what evil hath he done ? I have fiund no cauſe of death 


in him. And at laſt, when he was prevaiPd upon 


againſt his Conſcience, to give him up into their 
hands, to ſhew that it was his ſettled Judgment, that 
he was Innocent, he took water, and waſh*d his hands 
before the multitude, ſaying, I am innocent of the bloud 
of this juſt Perſon : to ye io zt, And what could 
have been a fuller vindication of our Lord, than this 

was ? | 
'But it may be objeQted, that there are ſome Paſ- 
ſages related by the Evangeliſts themſelves, which 
ſeem liable to exception, ſuch as theſe following , 
viz. Our Saviour*s allowing andejuſtifying his Di- 
{ciples, in their deviating from what may ſeem an 
innocent Cuſtom, taken up from the Tradition of 
their Fathers, and generally pratti?d by the Jewiſb 
Nation, namely, to waſh their hands before eating ; 
and not only ſo, but ſeverely rebuking and upbraid- 
ing the Scribes and Phariſees upon that occaſion. 
Likewiſe his riding in a kind of Triumph into Fe 
ruſalem, and when he came thither taking upon him 
Authority, and by force driving the Buyers and 
Sellers out of the Temple. Farthermore, his ſpeak- 
ing opprobriouſly of King Herod, ſaying, Go and 
tell that Fox, And laſtly, his putting his Diſciples 
in Mind of providing themfelves with Swords, a 
little before his being Apprehended. - Theſe are all 
the Paſſages which I can recollect, which can with 
| any 
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iny pretence be ObjeQted againſt what T have been 
 alledging, of the InoFenſiveneſs of our Saviour*s 
Life ; of each of which I ſhall give a plain accourt 
in few words. +. 

As to the Three firſt, I take them to be ſo many 
inſtances, in which our Saviour atted not as an or- 
dinary Perſon ; but as One who had receiv*d a ſpe- 
gal Commiſhon from God, as he was a Prophet, 
nay, much more than a Prophet, the Mefiah and Sox 
of God, and as ſuch he us'd a Freedom, and exer- 
cis*d an Authority, which might indeed prove offen- 
five, but yet very well became his CharaQter, 

When he allow*d his Diſciples in their :ra»ſgre/- Matth. rg. 2. - 
fing the Tradition of the Elders, not waſhing their hands 
when they did eat bread, *tis plain, that he did not 
account the praCtice of the Scribes and Phariſees in 
that inſtance to be innocent. They uſed that Ce- 
remony ſuperſtitiouſly, laying a great ſtreſs upon it, 
as if it had been expreſly commanded by God, nay 
as if it had ſome Moral Goodneſs in it, and 70 eat 
with unwaſhen hands really defiPd a man; For this yer, io, 14, + 
Reaſon our Lord is ſaid to have cald the multitude, : 
and ſaid unto them, Hear and underſtand. Not that 
which goeth into the Month defiles a Man : bat that 
which cometh out of the Month, this defileth a Map. 

Nay, ' they did not only urge this,: and other of 

ther Traditions, as neceſſary to be obſery*d, reach- 

ing for Doitrines, the Commandments of men ; but as ver. s. 

he farther tells them, zhey tran/zreft even the plaineft 

and moſt indiſpenſable Commands of God, by their 
Traditions ; for which he chargeth them with grofs ye. ,, oc. 
Hypocriſie, and rebukes them ſeverely. And cer- 

tainly it very well became him, if he were the. 

$ By Meſſiah, 


a 


i. 


ver, 14. 


Ver. I 2, 


13, 
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Meſſiah, to rettifie the Peoples Apprehenſions in a 
matter of. this great importance, and to teach them 
wherein Purity or Holineſs did conſiſt ; as likewiſe 
= to expoſe the Tgnorance and the Hypocrifie 
of thoſe blind Guides, as he there calls them. And 
therefore when his Diſciples upon that occaſion ſaid 
to him, Ky:oweſt thou that the Phariſees were offended, 
when they heard this [aying ? He anſwered and ſaid, E- 
very plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, 
ſhall be rooted up. We never read, that either he did 
himſelf, or allow'd his Diſciples to tranſgreſs any 
Divine Law, rightly underſtood ; ſo far from thar, 
that he complied with all Hamane Inſtitutions, that 
were truly innocent, We meet with no Objection 
made againſt his Behaviour in the Temple, or in the 
Synagognes, to which he conſtantly reſorted, though 
there were many Ulages in both thoſe places, which 
had no other foundation but Humane Inſtitution or 


Le ny 


John 1c. 22. Cuſtom. He celebrated the Feaſt of Dedication, 


which is known to have been appointed by Men, 
not by God. Nay he <elſe-where admoniſh'd bs 


Matth, 23.1,2, Diſciples and the multitude, that ſince the Scribes and 


Phariſees ſat in Moſes's ſeat, all therefore whatſoever 
they bid them obſerve, (vizg as far as it was agreeable 
to Mojes, whoſe Interpreters they were, or ſhould 
have a fair probability of being ſo, even though they 
impos'd heawier buraens than Moſes ever intended, as 
the Words following ſeem to imply, yer it it were 
within the bounds of innocent practice) that they 
ſhould obſerve and do, though ot do after their works ; 


for they jaia, and aid not ; where he carefully diltin- 
guild between the Mez,and their Office, command- 
ing reſpect to be ſhew?n to the one, when it was nat 


Gue to the other. AS 
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| . Asto our Lord's Riding in a kind of Triumph 
- into Jera/alem, a little before his Crucifixion, ?ris Mat. 21.1,0%. 


evident, that he then own*d-himſelf the - Mefiah, by 
taking upon him to fulfila Propheſierelaring to him: 
but he did it in ſuch manner as to{hew-plainly, 'thar 
he. pretended not to an Earthly- Kingdom, nor de- 
ſign'd to give the Civil Power the leaft diſturbance. 
Thus the Text ſufficiently intimates, as the Evan- 


geliſt cites it from the Prophet, Tell ye the. daughter ver. 4, 5 - 


of. Sion, Behold, thy Kjng cometh unto thee, How ! 
Not as the Kings-of the Earth, 1n Pomp and Gran- 
dure; but eek (or /owh)' ſitting upon an aſs, and 4 
calt the fole of an aſs ; not uſher'd in-with Guards of 


Souldiers; -but with the Acclamations of the-welk ' 


meaning and unarmed. Multitude. And' when he 
was come into the-City, all the Authority he' there 
exerciſed, was,. where it 'was proper for him to do 


it, in his Fathers honſe, driving out of the Temple ver: 12- 


thoſe that had profan'd- it, which he muſt reaſon- 


ably be underſtood to have done, as he was #he Sor - 


of God. And indeed from the Succeſs he had, in 
their leaving the Temple without reſiſtance, both 
upon. this and a former occaſion, when he exercis?d 


the ſame Authority, it may well be inferr*d, that John 2 14: 
both his Commiſſion and his .Power were in. theſe 


inftances extraordinary. | 


As to his ſtyling Herod, that Fox, it admits of Luke 13. 22 


the ſarpe anſwer. Whoſoever is ſent with a ſpectal 
Commiſion from God, is in . the. execution of that 
Commaiſſon -greater than the greateft Prince upon 
Earth, This:no reaſonable Man will deny;' and 
that-our Lord in; this inftance took upen-him to be 
thus, Commiſſion?d, is. evident i from ' the account 


E - which - 
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Luke 13. 31, which the Evangeliſt here pives. 


$2, 33» 


Luke 22» 36, 


Ver. 37 


Ver. 32. 


Y« 


When the Pha- 
riſees bad him depart thence, becauſe Herod would kill 
him, he ſaid to them, Go'ye and tell that Fox, Behold, 


T caſt out devils, and I do cares to day and to morrow, 


and the third: day I ſhall be perfeffed : Nevertheleſs [ 
muſt walk to day, and to morrow, and the aay foll:wing : 
for it cannot be that 4 Prophet periſh out of Jeruſalem, 
Where he fiyles himſelf a Propher, lays claim to a 
Miraculous Power, and declares himſelf appointed 
to. diſcharge an Office, which he ſhould continue to 
do till the time determin*d of God was come. 

As to the remaining Inſtance, whoſoever will 
conſider the Text fairly, will eaſily be ſatisfied, that 
our Saviour's meaning was not to -put his Diſciples 
ypon. providing Swords: for his detence,, but only by 
a Symbolical way of ſpeaking, to forewarn them 
of the diſtreſſes to which they were preſently to be 
expos'd. For he had no ſooner ſaid, He that hath 
30 Sword, let him ſell his Garment and bay one; but 
he immediately adds, For I ſay unto you, that this 
which is wtitten muſt needs be accompliſhed in me, And 
he mas reckowd amongſt ' the Tranſgreſſors ; for the 
things concerning me have an ena; Whereby he plain- 
ly enough intimated, that he knew it was deter- 
mind, that he ſhould be:then given up into- his 
Enemies hands, and conſequently could not defire 
them-to-attemptihis reſcue. in vain, And accord- 


ingly. when they! faid, Lord, behold here are two 
Swords, he reply*d, It is exowgh. Had he defign'd 
_ to make. uſe of their aſhſtance for his defence, it 
had not;been enough to have had rwo Swords ; but by 
this ſhort: anſwer}. he intimated; 'that he meant no 
his com- 
manding 


Juch thing;; as ?tis certain he did not, by 


Innocent and Inoffenſive. 


#7 


manding Peter to ſheath his Sword, 'as ſoon as he ver 50, 51, 
had drawa it ; and his healing the Wound which it - 


had- made. So that notwithſtanding: the ſeveral 
ObjeCtions above-mention'd;, we may..juſtly affirm; 


| that our Saviour*s demeanour was truly: Innocent and 


Inoffenſive.. 


There was farther obſervable in the Life of our 
Saviour perfe& Simplicity and Integrity, mix'd with 
exaQt Prudence. | 

I joyn theſe together, as being rarely found in the 
ſame Perfon.; but in our Blefſed Saviour they were 
ſo perfetly joyn'd, as. neither of. them in the leaſt 
to-intrench upon the other. | 

His Simplicity and Integrity appear*d, in his free 
and.open Converling with all ſorts of people, with- 
out .any :other deſign but the doing good-to their 
Souls or Bodies; . Whoſoever came to. him with an 
honeſt defire ro be- inſtrutted, he.readily admitted- 


them ,  and- diſcours'd -plainly. with them, in ors. - 


der to the informing their Judgments or direQting 
their Prattice. He inſtructed his Diſceples upon all 
occaſions, in ſuch Truths as might be uſeful to them, 
reſolving their doubts, and ex Piniag to them what. 


they did not. welb apprehend at the firſt hearing. 


He never flatter*'d- therm-with vain hopes of Secular 
Preferments ; but often forewarn*'d them of his own- 
and their Sufferings. ' He: treated them with that 


Freedom;. which, as-he himſelf told them; was us'& | 
towards Friexads, not Servants, diſcovering to them Join 15. 74. . 


as much of the Will of God, as they could bear to 
know. When at any- time they misbehav*'d them-- 
ſelves, he, admonith'd-and reproy'd them, always 


E-2 kindly, | 


ITE. . 


» 
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-kindly, but more or leſs Ry according to the 
occaſion. | In converſing with his Enenes, he free- 
ly rebuk*d thenffor their Vices, deteQed and expog'd 
their Hypocrifie, and-told rhems the: Truth fo plainly, 

John 8.40, 45- that tor that: reaſon they ſought its kill hims. He very 

often ſaid enough to convince them, that he own'd 
himſelf the Me/7ah, and they apprehended as much, 
. though he did it uſually in ſuch 'Terms, asthey could 
not lay hold-of, till he had finiſh*'d his Miniſtry; 
and then, when he knew that the doing ſo would 

Matth, 26.63, Mumediately a_— him to their Malice, yet being 

64- adjur*d by the  High-Prieſt, he plainly own'd himſelf 

Joh. 18.33.37. the Chriſt, the Son of God, and as freely confeſt to 

| Pilate, that he was the Kjng of the Jews. So con- 
ſcious was he, that his Lite had been all of a piece, 

John 18. 15. | that when the High-Prieſt askd him of his Diſciples 

.avd of his Pottrize, he could' make his Appeal in 
ver. 20,21, thoſe words, I ſpake open'y to the World, I ever tanght 
tn the Synagogue and in the Temple, whither the Jews 
always reſort, and in ſecret have I ſaid nothing, Why 
askeft thou me ? Ask them which heard me what T have 
ſaid unto them. Behold, they know nhat I ſaid, He 
knew ſo aſſuredly that he could not be charg'd with 
| the leaſt falſhood throughout the courſe of his Life, 
ver. 37- that he could ſay to Plate, To this end was T born, 
and for this —_ came I into the world, that T ſhould 
bear witneſs tothe Trath, - OT 
His exact Prudence appear'd as evidently in diſci- 
phning his-Diſciples, gradually as they were able 
to bear. 'Fo which purpoſe he conſider?d their Pre- 
judices, and reveal'd that to them by parcels and 
degrees, which they could not receive all at- once. 

His being appointed to ſuffer, and their obligation 

co 


PI 
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to imitate him, were Truths neceflary tobe known 
by them, but hard to be receiv*d; therefore he often 
gave them hints thereof, without. inſifting long at a 
tune upon them, making them: ii} more ſeatible of 
them; as the time drew near. + He tells: them, that 
he had forborn to fay divers things to them fromthe John 15. 4, 
beginning, becauſe he was with them, which yer he e . 
thonght fit to impart before he. Jeft them 3 he dek- 
ver'd to them ix Parables, what they could:not' bear 
in. expreſs terms. At the: very laſt he referrd ſome ver. 25, 
things*to: the- Revelation of the. Spirit, -afrer- His 
ReſurreQion, becauſe they could wot bear them they, ver. 12, 13. 
And for the ſame reaſon he did not put them upon | 
ſome Exerciſes, that of fafizg in particular, not on- _— gag 
- ly as being unſeaſonable whilſt he was with them, * * © 
but becauſe they were not yet ſufficiently prepar*d 
and diſpos?d for the Severities of Religion. 

But more eſpecially the great Prudence of our 
Saviour's Life was evi d, by nsmamaging tmm- 
ſelf in ſuch manner, as that notwithſtanding all the 
Craft and Malice of his Enemies, he did not fall 
into their hands, till he had finiſþ'd the work which 
God had given him to do. To which purpoſe, when 
at any time he perceiv*d. their deſigns againſt him, 
he immediately withdrew to ſome other place, and 
thereby .eſcap'd, of which the Evangeliſts give us 
many inſtances. Nay, when ſometimes they ap- 
pear*d more favourably inclin'd towards him, yet 
he did not conmit. himſelf to. them, becaule be- knew John 2, 23,24. 
what was in them, Upon the ſame account, he ſome- 
times forbad thoſe v-hom he had Cur*'d, to divulge matth. s. 4. 
his Miracles, and at other times charg'd his Diſciples,  » 
not to ſay that he was the Chriſt, When his — as: ly 
aries 


30 Integrity.and Pradance Joyn'd, &c. 


faries of all ſorts came to tempt him, by! putting 
Mat-22-15,&c captious Queſtions to him, he gave them ſuch An- 
{wers, as they: could: not poſſibly make any advan- 
Mat. 21. 23- tage of. When | they demanded ,of him: by whaz 
Authority he ated, he replyed by asking'them ano: 
ther: queſtion, -which he knew. they durſt nor An 
d$t.22-21,22- ſyyer,* When they askt his Opinion about giving 
Fribute to Ceſar, he return'd fuch- an! Anfwer, as 
ſent them-away with Silence and Admiration-: And 
this may ſerve as a Third Inſtance, wherein the. Life 
of our Bleſſed Saviour is an: InftruRion and Pattern 
to us. , The main: Inſtances: are yet behind, which 
I muſt. reſerve for my. next Leiare.. | | 


- « 


